CHAPTER   TWELVE
FALL AND DEATH OF ROBESPIERRE

THE conspiracy to overthrow Robespierre originated
with "the men gorged with blood and rapine", whom
he wished to call to account for the tyranny they had
exercised while proconsuls. He made no secret of the
fact that he intended to execute half a dozen of them.
Saint-Just, while with the army of the Rhine, had seized
the Jacobin priest Euloge Schneider, who had been
guilty of gross injustice and tyranny, had exhibited
him for four hours on the platform of the guillotine in
Strasbourg, and had then sent him to Paris to be tried*
Here, among the mass of suspects, Schneider might
have been forgotten had he not committed the im-
prudence of writing to Robespierre, who immediately
took up his case. The Pouches, Talliens, Barras, Frerons,
Carriers, Roveres knew that when Robespierre thun-
dered from the tribune at the Convention: "Woe unto
him who turns the Terror, reserved for public enemies,
against the people itself. Unimaginable are the excesses
committed by hypocritical counter-revolutionaries to
injure the cause of the Revolution", he did not merely
refer to Schneider, but likewise to them. They trembled
for their lives. Barras, in his memoirs, describes the
humiliating reception he and Freron received from
Robespierre when they went to call upon him im-
mediately after their recall. Ignoring their flattering
advances, he treated them with utmost contempt, not
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